
Arts Education Advocacy Workshop
For the RUTGERS ABBOTT LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE - ALI

AEN is under the umbrella of 

In collaboration with:

Welcome! Please share in the chat:
● Your name….
● School(s) you are connected to….
● Favorite musical artist…..





Objectives

● History and Mission of Art Ed Newark 
● Arts Education and You 
● Why Arts Education? 
● Real Examples of Advocacy 
● Advocacy Tools & Resources
● Q & A 

Agenda



Community 
Agreements

Confidentiality 

Participation - Everyone has the right to participate or pass

Respect yourself & each other 

Active Listening - Listen to understand

Share at your own level

Oops/Ouch - Intent matters as does impact

Share the Air Space (W.A.I.T.) 

Agree to Disagree

We can hold two truths at the same time



What number are you today?



History and 
Mission
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► HISTORY

In 2009, the arts education community of 
Newark, along with the Newark Arts 
Council, Victoria, Prudential and Dodge 
Foundations began meeting in earnest to 
identify ways to impact the declining 
access Newark children had to arts 
education.

► MISSION

Arts Ed Newark partners call for equity in 
high-quality arts education for all youth in 
Newark
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Partners, Collaborators, Allies and Accomplices
Arts Organizations
All Stars Project of NJ
Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater
Arts Ed New Jersey
Arts for Kids
Arts Horizons
Barat Foundation
Butterfly Dreamz
Changing Perceptions Theater
Educational Arts Team
Express Newark
Gallery Aferro
GlassRoots
Grammy Museum Experience
Harlem Chamber Players
Institute of Music for Children
Integrity House
Jazz House Kids
Keys 2 Success
Montclair Art Museum
Music Ascension
Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra
Newark Museum of Art
Newark Print Shop
Newark School of the Arts
Newark Symphony Hall
Painted Purple
Paul Robeson Galleries, Rutgers U.

Pushcart Players
Save the Music Foundation
Spencer Vibes
WBGO
Wharton Arts
Women in Media
Yendor Productions
YMS/Abbott Leadership Institute
Young Audiences NJ & Eastern PA

Community Groups
After-School All-Stars
Ascend Hospice
Balm In Gilead Community Services
Boys and Girls Clubs of Newark
South Ward Children’s Alliance
City of Newark
Community Hope, Inc.
Court Innovation
Eastbourne Survivors
Equal Justice USA
Fairmount Promise Neighborhood
Greater Newark Conservancy
Greater Newark Healthcare Coalition
H.E.A.L.
HELP USA/HELP Newark
Institute for Ethical Leadership, RU
Integrity House
Ironbound Community Corporation
Ivy Hill Neighborhood Association
La Casa De Don Pedro

New Community Corporation
New Jersey Historical Society
Newark Anti-violence Coalition
Newark Mentoring Movement
Newark Thrives!
Newark Trust for Education
Newark YMCA
Partnership for Children of Essex 
Peace Culture Club
PLCCA
Princeton Area Community Fdn
Rose Community Management
Russ Berrie Foundation
Rutgers/UBHC
Schools That Can
Shani Baraka Women Resource Center
STEAM 4 URBN YOUTH
Theater World Music Service
Trust for Public Land
United Parks as One
Universe Konadu
YMCA Newark

Schools
14th Avenue
American History High School
Arts High School
Avon Avenue School
Belmont Runyon School
Central High School 
Donald M. Payne High School

East Side High School
Great Oaks Charter School
John F. Kennedy
KIPP/Team Academy
Marion P. Thomas Charter School
Newark Street Academy
Oliver Street School
Peshine Avenue School
Roberto Clemente Elem School
Science Park High School
South 17th Street Elementary School
Sussex Avenue School
University Heights Charter School
William H. Horton
Wilson Avenue
NBOE Office of Visual and Performing 
Arts
NBOE Office of Extended Learning Time

Funders
Elma Foundation
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Horizon Foundation of NJ
National Endowment for the Arts
New Jersey State Council on the Arts
NJ Arts & Culture Pandemic Relief Fund
Prudential Foundation
Turrell Fund
Victoria Foundation



Arts Education & You

► What arts experiences did you have growing up?

► What arts opportunities did you wish you had 
access to?

► What impact did those experiences have on you?



Making the Case for Arts Education

Student Outcomes – 21st Century Skills

• Cognitive Skills – creative thinking, critical thinking, problem 
solving and reasoning;

• Personal Outcomes - engagement and persistence, 
motivation, positive behavior, self-efficacy and self-
confidence, self esteem

• Social and Civic Outcomes - collaboration and 
communication

• Attendance 



SOURCE: Eisner, E. (2002). The Arts and the Creation of Mind, In Chapter 4, 
What the Arts Teach and How It Shows.
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Le s s o n s  
t h e  Ar t s  
Te a c h

b y Ellio t  
Eis n e r



Connections to other Educational 
Concepts 

Trauma 
Informed 

Care

Social & 
Emotional 
Learning

Culturally 
Responsive 
Education 

Arts 
Education 





5 Arts 
Disciplines 

Dance

Theatre

Music

Visual Arts

Media Arts 



The Artistic Processes

CREATING
Conceiving and 

developing new 
artistic ideas 

and work

Cr

PERFORMING
Realizing artistic   
ideas and work 
through 
Interpretation

Pr
Re

RESPONDING
Understanding 
and evaluating 

how the arts 
convey meaning

Cn
CONNECTING
Relating artistic ideas 
and work with 
personal meaning and 
external context



The New Jersey 
Constitution: 
A Thorough & 
Efficient 
Education

► "The Legislature shall provide for the 
maintenance and support of a thorough 
and efficient system of free public 
schools for the instruction of all 
children in the State between the ages 
of five and eighteen years."

- NJ Constitution, Article VIII, Section IV, 
paragraph 1





















New Jersey Advocacy Efforts:

2012 Census Report 2017 Census Report



Arts Education in Newark

Over the last 5 years, NBOE has seen:
● 18% increase in the number of Visual & Performing Arts Educators overall.
● 23% increase in the number of Music Educators.
● 34% increase in the number of Dance Educators
● Arts Ed Newark has leveraged the Victoria Foundation School Grants fund to 

impact 11,000+ Newark students and allocate nearly $600,000 to arts education 
programs in Newark schools 

● Arts Ed Newark has partnered with Save The Music to invest $3.5M to impact 33 
Newark schools with their string and band instrument packages, professional 
development and other resources



Arts Education in Newark

NJ Arts Education Census 2017 Data



Arts Education in Newark

NJ Arts Education Census 2017 Data



Arts Education in Newark

NJ Arts Education Census 2017 Data



Arts Education in Newark

NJ Arts Education Census 2017 Data



Arts Education in Newark

NJ Arts Education Census 2017 Data



Funding for Arts Education - Title I

https://www.newjerseytitle1arts.org/

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EI0SEebyRCU


Funding for Arts Education - ESSER II

https://www.artsednj.org/esser/



Funding for Arts Education - ESSER II

https://www.artsednj.org/esser/



Examples of Advocacy at Work

● Rosie Grant, Executive Director, Paterson Education Fund

● Chloe Perdomo, Paterson Parent Advocate

● Lisa Pinero, Paterson Parent Advocate 





https://www.artsednewark.org/tools-for-
champions

Find the 
resources 
discussed today 
and MORE on 
our website!



https://artpridenj.org/index.php/advocacy-toolkit

State 
issues go 
to 
ArtPride 
NJ’s Arts 
Action 
Center.



https://www.americansforthearts.org/advocate



https://www.artsactionfund.org/ActionCenter

Federal issues go 
to Americans for 
the Arts Action 
Fund to voice 
your support.





Arts Ed New Jersey
www.artsednj.org

Arts Ed Newark
lauren@newarkarts.org
sanaz@newarkarts.org
www.artsednewark.org

Americans for the Arts
www.artsusa.org

ArtPride
amiller@artpridenj.com
http://www.artpridenj.com/

http://www.artsednj.org/
mailto:lauren@newarkarts.org
http://www.artsednewark.org/
http://www.artsusa.org/
mailto:amiller@artpridenj.com
http://www.artpridenj.com/


Arts Education Advocacy 
Workshop
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